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CyberCops vs. “Sextortion”: Operation Strikeback
usually bargained with the 
extortionist resulting in the 
payment of lesser amounts. 

SUCCESSFUL 
OPERATIONS

The first successful 
Operation “STRIKEBACK” 
of the ACG was on April 
29 to May 1, 2014 which 
was actively participated 
by representatives from 
Presidential Anti-Organized 
Crime Commission 
(PAOCC), Department 
of Justice (DOJ), Police 
Scotland, Interpol Hong 
Kong, Singapore Police, 
US Homeland Security 
Investigation (HSI), Child 
Exploitation Online 
Protection (CEOP) and 
Australian Federal Police 
(AFP) that resulted in the 
arrest of 57 sextortion 
suspects in Bicol, Laguna-
Taguig City, and Bulacan.

The PNP Anti-
C y b e r c r i m e 
Group (ACG) has 

a continuous campaign 
against sextortion 
syndicates operating in the 
country victimizing citizens 
abroad. The PNP ACG has 
been continuously receiving 
reports from its foreign 
counterparts and victims 
abroad about the sextortion 
activities perpetrated by 
some identified organized 
crime groups operating in 
the country. This is why the 
Philippines was named as 
the sextortion capital of the 
world.

“ S E X T O R T I O N ” 
means an extortion where 
the extorter (suspect/s) 
obtains nude pictures or 
videos of the victim/s, then 
blackmails them for money 
to avoid the publication of 
the nude material. The usual 
method of operation of a 
suspect is to pose as an attractive female 
on social media platform (ex. Facebook) 
and requests a victim to add her as 
“Friend”.  Shortly after getting acquainted 
with the victim by exchanging messages, 
the suspect would invite the victim to 
use a video call software (e.g., Skype, 
etc.) to engage in cybersex.  During 
the video call, the victim is lured to get 
naked and conduct lewd acts in front 
of the web camera.  Unknown to the 
victim, these acts are recorded on video.  
Once the suspect captures sufficient lewd 
video footages, he/she would stop the 
call instantly.  Immediately, the victim 
would receive messages on Facebook 
from the suspect, threatening the victim 
that his lewd acts were video recorded 
with a video link to prove it. The suspect 
would then demand the victim to pay a 
ransom thru Western Union, otherwise, 

see on page 4

the video footage would be posted on the 
victim’s Facebook account, published on 
YouTube or sent to the victim’s friends and 
relatives. 

THE MODUS
The suspects started by creating 

fake Facebook accounts and befriending 
foreign nationals (would-be victims). 
They would then entice their would-be 
victims to perform sexual acts before the 
computer camera without the knowledge 
of the latter that his sexual acts were 
being recorded. Thereafter, the victim will 
receive a video clip or message to view 
a link at YouTube wherein he will see 
his sexual acts/naked body showing his 
private parts. 

Blackmailing starts by requiring 
the victim to send money amounting 
to US$3,000 and/or HK$3,000 to 
HK$30,000. The victims alleged that they 
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STRAIGHT FROM THE INVESTIGATOR’S

NOTEBOOK

It has been one year since The Detective was officially launched as part of 
a greater initiative made by this Directorate to keep our more than 10,000 
investigators all over the country abreast with the recent developments in the 
field of investigation.

The Editorial Board and Staff continue to cover significant 
breakthroughs achieved by our investigators and detectives alongside the 
current thrust of our Chief, PNP, PDG ALAN LM PURISIMA to strengthen and 
raise the bar of investigation service.  And yes, several strides were achieved in 
terms of enhancing the competence of our investigators with more Police 
Officers lining up to take our ladderized investigative training program offered by 
the School for Investigation and Detective Development. We have our Mobile 
Training Teams (MTT) also to bring the training to the PROs.  I am glad that more 
Police Officers are now fascinated to join the Investigation Family. 

In line with professionalizing our investigators, we are happy to announce 
that the NAPOLCOM has approved Memorandum Circular No. 2013-002, 
Certification Program for Field Investigators of the Philippine National Police. 
The Certification Board is now finalizing the parameters and Board Resolution 
relative to its implementation. On the other hand, other significant investigative 
policies were also approved by the Chief PNP which can be accessed through 
our website, http://www.didm.pnp.gov.ph.

   
To fully realize the C,PNP's strong desire to improve our crime solution 

efficiency (CSE) by arresting more criminals and solving more crimes,  he 
approved last February the creation of additional 4,839 NUP positions for MPS, 
CPS and Component Cities. With this development, we expect more of our 
policemen in the field doing investigative work, while NUPs shall take over their 
crime registrar positions nationwide.   

Yes, we cannot totally prevent crime, but we can address such issues by 
attaining proper investigative capability.  This means that we need to 
continuously enhance the competence of our investigators, review and update 
our existing investigative policies and procedures, utilize the full potential of 
scientific (AFIS, IBIS, Digital Cyber Labs, etc) and other forensic tools and 
equipment, provide additional support to our policemen doing investigative field 
works, and expand our partnerships with our local and international partners and 
stakeholders such as UNICEF, EPJUST, JICA, among others. 

But we're not done yet – in fact, we're just getting started to improve our 
CSE. We are moving forward with implementing the CPNP's Strategic Focus, 
CODE-P towards the realization of the PNP P.A.T.R.O.L. Plan 2030; we are 
harmonizing our Organizational Performance Indicator Framework (OPIF) and  
our Bottoms-up Activity Based Budgeting relative to Investigation, all focusing on 
ways in which openness – and transparency in particular – can help us better do 
our jobs and fulfill our mission to our endless pursuit of police professionalism in 
the field of investigation. To that end, expect more of the Investigation Family's 
presence in your respective regions in our quest to show the true crime situation 
nationwide as we conduct surprise validation in the counting and recording of 
crimes. The Detective will not only showcase our successes and investigative 
breakthroughs, but also engage in yet more collaboration on challenges we face.

By: PCSUPT FRANCISCO DON C MONTENEGRO, Ph.D.
Acting Director, DIDM

The Endless Pursuit of Police Professionalism 
in the Field of Investigation

"Once you eliminate the impossible, whatever 
remains, no matter how improbable, must be 

true" (Sherlock Holmes)

By: PDIR FRANCISCO DON C MONTENEGRO, Ph.D.
The Director, DIDM
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The PNP faces strong criticisms due to the perceived rise in crime particularly in the 
National Capital Region (NCR). However, what the reports fail to show is that the 
numbers do not represent a worsening peace and order situation, it’s just that we are only 

reporting the figures more truthfully now. It doesn’t stop there, for now that we have the figures, 
further action is needed to prevent and solve these crimes.

While the PNP’s performance or presenting the true crime situation may be quantitatively 
assessed and analyzed, crime volume is not the ONLY measure. Other indicators must be 
considered and other factors should likewise be put into the picture, such as the quality of 
performance (e.g. in this context, crime solution efficiency). And more importantly, the quality 
or accuracy of the numbers presented should likewise be considered.

A study conducted by this Directorate shows that comparing the current crime statistics 
with the previous years’ will be considered moot and academic since the methodology used 
in recording crime incidents by the different administrations of the PNP also differ from one 
another. There was no standard system of reporting and recording crime incidents at the police 
stations during the past years. It was only in 2009 that the PNP implemented a blotter-based 
reporting system at the police station level. Still this methodology has also been found to be 
limited, if not improperly implemented.

In fact, this Directorate recognizes the limitations of this methodology of reporting and 
recording crime incidents in the country. The truth is, the country lacks a comprehensive, 
coherent, and sophisticated infrastructure to perfectly monitor crime incidents nationwide. 
Nonetheless, the study conducted by this Directorate may have directed the crime reporting 
system of the Philippines towards a more accurate and more encompassing representation of 
the national crime situation of the Philippines – consistent with the Chief, PNP’s clarion call of 
“Serbisyong Makatotohanan.”

The country deserves to know the truth, and the PNP is committed to give just that. The 
current administration of the country’s police force recognizes the importance of showing the 
real picture of criminality in the country in order for the policy-makers and decision-makers to 
know where the country stands, what we can do, and what we must do to make the Philippines 
a safe place to live, work, invest, and do business. The PNP is not about lowering the statistics or 
maintaining and protecting an appearance; it is about nothing but “Serbisyong Makatotohanan.” 
That is the challenge for the PNP now - to maintain the truthfulness of its reports.

In fact, the PNP managed to achieve major gains in fighting crime and ensuring peace and 
order, particularly in Metro Manila. Last June, through the leadership of Secretary for Interior 
and Local Government (SILG) Mar Roxas, and C, PNP PDG Alan La Madrid Purisima, the PNP 
took a step higher in addressing these crimes, the PNP implemented “Operation Lambat” in the 
NCR, increasing the number of Checkpoints, Beat Patrols, Mobile Patrols, Oplan Bakal/Sita, 
etc., in different areas. There were also more than 1,300 additional policemen deployed to man 
different areas in the NCR.

To date, almost four months have been devoted to the weekly monitoring and analyzing of 
crime statistics in NCR. We also took a more methodological way on how we can address these 
crimes. By using our crime statistics and analyzing the nature of commission of these crimes 
through our Incident Record Forms (IRFs), we are able to identify areas where high crime rates 
are recorded and accordingly augment police personnel and operations.

By October, Mayors of the cities under NCRPO will be given weekly data showing the 
number of crimes committed in their cities, down to the police station level. They will be given 
data so they will know the real crime situation in their area based on the PNP’s statistics. This 
will be similar to a scorecard on the incidents of murder homicide, robbery, theft, carnapping 
and ‘motorcycle-napping’ per Local Government Unit (LGU). Said data would allow the mayors 
to better create strategies to combat specific crimes in their cities.

The SILG and the PNP also discussed with Mayors a plan to require all national chains 
to install closed-circuit television (CCTV) cameras outside their stores. The move is seen as a 
means to curb crime and make investigations easier. However, only national chains with the 
financial capacity to install CCTV cameras are required. 

These are just some of the continued efforts from the PNP and LGUs in NCR, and it is 
basically just a start. Soon we look forward to implementing this in all regions nationwide. Let 
us put our best efforts in this endeavor to fight and solve crimes. Let us work hand in hand with 
the LGUs and various sectors of the community, together. Let us create a more peaceful society, 
where citizens are protected and criminals are convicted. 

Fighting Crimes in NCR: Let’s do it hand in hand

Members
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Crime Statistics has not concerned the PNP this much until in the 
previous year. The 2013 crime statistics harbored many issues 
and was subjected to many interpretations. The clamor persists 

despite the explanation that the sudden increase of the crime incidents 
recorded in 2013 is not exactly to reflect an increase in criminality in the 
country but rather a result of the validation of crimes recorded in the 
PNP blotter, the strict implementation of  UCPER that require inclusion 
of Brgy. Blotter and Other Law Enforcement Agencies, and lastly, that 
more people are now encouraged to report crimes. Whether the result 
of the sudden shoot up of crime was brought by an “intentional” under 
reporting, limitation of the guidelines or plain human error, the only 
fact that can be proven is that it cannot be the basis to say that 2013 is 
way “un-peaceful” than the previous years just like what the media tried 
to portray.

It is worthy to note that we are not the only country or police 
organization that is combating the problem of inaccurate crime 
reporting. In the UK, the government on behalf of the police department, 
admitted and announced that they will suspend releasing crime statistics 
mainly because of the same inaccuracy issue. Historically speaking, 
countries experience the same issues and admitted that it was really 
an effort to refine the methodology and to pinpoint sources of error in 

consolidating crime reports and build a national crime statistics.
This is not to say that our case can be justified, but to put pressure 

in ourselves. This is to give us a view that our fight is not really an easy 
fight, so let us just keep firm. I am a witness to all the efforts that the 
PNP is exerting to provide the true crime picture. In all fairness to our 
Investigators, Crime Registrars, Chiefs of Police, and all the leaders; they 
are all working hard towards perfecting the method to report the crimes 
reported to PNP accurately.  It is not easy, but it is very possible with 
the support of our Secretary Mar Roxas, who meets us weekly to give us 
guidance on how to do things. 

My message to our Investigators in the field is that you take your 
job seriously. You ask the complainant and fill out all the fields that you 
could in the Incident Record Forms. Make progress reports. In short, 
investigate! The IRF is for you to use in your investigation and for the 
Command Group to use in the formulation of strategies.  The IRFs will 
be used by our Crime Analysts so that they may give us a good view 
point of the crime situation. In turn, the DIDM can make a responsive 
guideline that are deemed us in order to do your job well. In essense, you 
are the start, and we can only make a good finish, if you start well and 
proper.  The third quarter of 2014 has ended. It must be known by now 
that our “IRF campaign” is serious!

By: PCSUPT AUGUSTO M MARQUEZ, JR
Deputy Director, DIDM

By: PCSUPT (ATTY) ERICSON T VELASQUEZ 
Ex-O, DIDM

Solving the Issue in (PNP) Crime Statistics: The Importance of the 
Incident Record Form to Building Accurate Crime Statistics 

Since the day I was made to be part of the Technical Working 
Group for the PNP P.A.T.R.O.L. Plan 2030, I became a passionate 
advocate of the Transformation Agenda. Last August, the Institute 

of Internal Auditors Philippines audited the Performance Governance 
System of the Philippine National Police. The auditors found out 
that although the PNP has already made a good start, the policemen 
down the line has not yet absorbed the “PNP Transformation Agenda” 
embodied in the new projects and activities implemented in the PNP. 
How could that be? I participated in the nationwide crime statistics 
validation in 2013. The validation team from DIDM went down to the 
PROs, PPOs and gathered the Chief of Police of MPS for a lecture on 
the policies and projects especially the three priority e-Projects. Why 
does the auditor arrived at his report that the police officers down the 
line did not get the “PNP Transformation Agenda” yet? I was there in 
the validation and I know that the message was relayed to our police 
officers. I was not also blind to all the hard work of our officers down 
the line. Why is this so? 

As I pondered, I remembered the principles of Paradigm Shift. 
The concept of Paradigm Shift originated in Scientific Studies but 
has expanded in almost all disciplines including Policing. Thomas 
Kuhn, in his influential book The Structure of Scientific Revolutions 
(1962), defined Paradigm Shift as a change in the basic assumptions, 
or paradigms, within the ruling theory of science. It is in contrast to 
the idea of normal science. I repeat, it is the contrast of the normal 
(probably the existing known concept of science). It proposes adoption 
of a new way of thinking. How easy is that? Well, it is not easy. The 
book was written in 1962 and yet not many people tried to understand 
this, despite the Paradigm Shift’s unfolding before their very eyes. The 

Transformation Agenda of the PNP is one form of this Paradigm Shift. 
Likewise, adoption of a new way of policing (necessarily investigating) 
is easier said or written in paper than done.

A business study said, “Paradigm shifts are discontinuous. 
Working ever more diligently within the existing paradigm leads to 
frustration, not progress. Instead, scientists have to look at the problem 
in a fundamentally different way to solve the problem.” True enough, 
working ever more diligently within the existing paradigm leads to 
frustration, not progress. We have to change our practice.  I do not need 
to bring with me the auditors to prove that the policemen in the field 
have imbibed the Transformation Agenda that the DIDM on behalf 
of PNP is implementing through its projects. I will only ask, can you 
explain how the IRF could have changed the community’s experience 
of reporting to Police Officers should you comply with it faithfully? 
You have to acknowledge now that the IRF is your starting point in 
investigation and CIRS will contain the information of the case you are 
investigating. Update it faithfully, that is how you investigate and keep 
your case folders. Now, if you are still letting your Crime Registrar  
update your case, then I rest my case of “Police Officers down the line 
not-understanding-the-Transformation-Agenda”. Recognize that you 
have to start again and learn the new method. The CIRS, as a recording 
system will help the Crime Registrars in counting the crimes and the 
investigators in investigating the crimes committed.  

I would end this advocacy of mine with this quotation I found 
in an article discussing Paradigm Shift and I want you to keep this in 
mind, “If you think you're on top, you won't do much climbing”. In 
other words, embrace change and upgrade! This is the real essence of 
the Transformation Agenda.
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CyberCops vs. “Sextortion”: Operation Strikebackcontinued from page1

The 2nd Operation Strikeback  against 
this sextortion syndicates operating in 
the Bulacan area was conducted by ACG 
on August 21, 2014 at about 10:00 pm, 
under the direct supervision of PSSUPT 
SOSA, Director of ACG, in coordination 
with the Digital Crime Centre Interpol 
represented by PCINSP Loius Kwan, 
elements of SAF Bicutan and PRO3 RPSB. 
The ACG simultaneously implemented 
20 Search Warrants with Nos. 075-14 to 
094-14 issued by Executive Judge, Ramon 
D Pamular, RTC Third Judicial Region, 
Branch 32, Guimba Nueva Ecija, dated 
August 19, 2014 for Robbery Extortion 
committed by, through and with the 
use of ICT pursuant to RA 10175 at 20 
different locations in San Jose Del Monte 
Bulacan and Norzagaray Bulacan.

The operations resulted in the 
confiscation of pieces of evidence that 
are subject of search warrants such as 
laptops, computers, cellular phones, 
credit cards, ATM cards, assorted IDs and 
a firearm and the immediate arrest of 10 
persons believed to be the founder/leader 
of the syndicates operating in the area 
of Bulacan. They are identified as Maria 
Cecilia Caparas-Regalachuelo; Rommel 
Caparas Manucom; Glen Castelo 
Bautista; Rocelle Lyn C Manucom; Mark 
Andrey Sesaldo Rafol; Jenny Esteban 
Espiritu; Brandy Polledo Espiritu;  
Jemmer Montalban Bañalit; King Mickell 
Delos Santos Esteban; and Marc Jemuel 
Dilig Tabuzo. The operations also resulted 
in the rescue of 5 victims, 4 of them 
are minors who were recruited by the 
suspects to perform sextortion activities.

RECENT OPERATION
On August 23, 2014, a case for 

Robbery Extortion committed by, 
through, and with the use of ICT 
pursuant to Section 6 of RA 10175 was 
filed through inquest proceedings against 
all the arrested respondents. In addition, 

cases for violation of RA 9208 as 
amended by RA 10364 otherwise known 
as Expanded Anti-Trafficking in Persons 
Act of 2012 (Qualified Trafficking in 
Persons & Trafficking in Persons), and 
RA 7610 (Special Protection of Children 
against Child Abuse, Exploitation and 
Discrimination Act) were also filed 
through inquest proceedings against 
Maria Cecilia Regalachuelo, Mark Andrey 
Sesaldo Rafol and Helenita Tienzo-Viola 
(at-large). 

All the seized digital pieces of 
evidence subject of the search warrants 
were turned-over to the PNP ACG 
Forensic Laboratory for the conduct 
of forensic examination. The result of 
which shall be the basis of the ACG 
investigators for the filing of any 
additional/appropriate case/s against 
the arrested respondents and other 
identified suspects who were able to 
evade arrest during the operation when 
evidence warrants and upon completion 
of all pertinent documents.

The filing of Information for 
attempted robbery/extortion by, 
through and with use of ICT penalized 
under Art 293 of the RPC in relation to 
Section 5(a) and section 6 of RA 10175 
(Cybercrime Prevention Act of 2012) 
was recommended against respondent 
JEMMER MONTALBAN BAÑALIT.

PREPARATION
A Pre-Departure Briefing was 

made by the ACG headed by PSSUPT 
ARNOLD D. GUNNACAO, Deputy, 
ACG SAF Headquarters, Camp Bagong 
Diwa, Taguig City. The briefing and 
actual operation was joined by LOUIS 
KWAN, Representative from INTERPOL

SEIZED ITEMS
Proper documentation of seized 

pieces of evidence which include ICT 
equipment, documents, Identification 
cards, and other illegal items were 
conducted by the team. The search 
warrants were implemented with the 
presence of the owner and Barangay 
officials as witnesses. 

There was a last minute briefing and 
guidance PSSUPT GILBERT CAASI 
SOSA, Director, ACG, while PSUPT 
BERNARD YANG, Team Leader of Cyber 
Response Team (CRT) led the team in an 
ongoing sextortion operation in one of 
the targets. The arrested suspects included 
minors who also engaged with foreigner 
victims  through online conversations and 
video chats.

The suspects are using laptops for 
their sextortion operations which they can 
easily carry around and quickly transfer 
to other places whenever there is a raid. 



The latest focus of the ASEANAPOL 
is the strengthening of the forensic 
investigation in ASEANAPOL 

countries. This is a relatively young 
endeavor which is only at its second 
working group meeting to be hosted by the 
Philippine National Police. Like a budding 
plant, this must be treated with utmost 
care for it to flourish. This is why months 
before the actual event, the Directorate for 
Investigation and Detective Management 
has begun the preparations for “The 2nd 
ASEANAPOL Working Group Meeting 
on Increasing the Capacity of ASEAN 
Police in Forensic Science”to be held on 
November 26-29 this year.

The Venue
The members of the Committee 

on Venue and Billeting did an ocular 
inspection for potential venues of 
the conference around Tagaytay City 
and Subic. Two days of scouting and 
a preparatory meeting later, the team 
decided to hold the event at Summit Ridge 
Hotel in Tagaytay City. It was close to the 
airport, big enough to accommodate all the 
delegations and secretariat, had a function 
room that is conducive for the conference 
and the facilities available are sure to keep 
the delegates comfortable during their 
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PNP Gears Toward the Hosting 2nd ASEANAPOL Working Group Meeting on Police Forensic Science Network

stay. The hotel is also annex to a mall, a 
popular coffee shop, and a stone’s-throw 
away from Skyranch amusement park. 

The Steering Committee
The Steering Committee, chaired 

by the Deputy Director for Investigation 
and Detective Management, PCSUPT 
AUGUSTO M MARQUEZ, JR., 
painstakingly plans for every detail to 
make the event go as smoothly and 
NUP Myles Dy from DIDM as the main 
coordinating contact person for the event.

Relentless preparatory meetings 
were held weekly. These were attended 
by personnel from different units who 
will play vital roles in the actual event: 
representatives from the DIDM, CL, DPL, 

DL, PSPG, LSS, HPG, AVSEGROUP, 
PCRG, HSS, San Juan City Police 
Station and Tagaytay City Police Station. 
Everyone weighed in on how to make the 
conference go as smoothly as possible. 
Hurdle after hurdle, the group managed 
to arrive at a compromise and go on with 
the planning. 

As of this writing, the group is in 
the process of holding a series of TWG 
meetings for the finalization of factors 
to be included in the actual day: security, 
billeting, program, entertainment, food, 
venue and the city tour for the participants. 
The buy in? To make the delegates have 
fun while attending  meeting in the 
Philippines.

Two members of New People’s 
Army, namely, Arnel Carduna Banguis 
also known as “DINDO/BRYAN” and 
Sharwin Plaza Villamor also known 
as “ERICK”, were arrested by the 
PNP elements of 2nd Platoon, ADN 
PPSC Tubay Patrol Base led by PINSP 
MERBEN LABORERA around 2:59 
A.M. of August 27, 2014 at Purok 3, 
Brgy Doña Rosario, Tubay Agusan del 
Norte. Banguis is the Commanding 
Officer of Sub Regional Command SDG 
“WESTLAND”, NEMRC and Sharwin 

Two High-Profile NPA/CNN Personalities Nabbed in Tubay, Agusan del Norte
By: PO2 Patrick  D. Artienda

Plaza Villamor also known as “ERICK” 
who is a member of GF30, NEMRC. 
The two NPAs were arrested thru a 
positive information from 29IB 4ID of 
Phil Army and 41st MICO while the two 
were conducting surveillance for possible 
harassment at said PNP Patrol base. 

Recovered from the suspects’ 
possession were 2 caliber .45 pistols, 2 
fragmentation hand grenades, 2 blasting 
caps, detonating cords, 2 magazine of 
caliber .45 with 15 ammunitions, 2 black 
shoulder bags, cash money amounting 
to PhP 21,500 and one back pack bag 
containing PNP uniforms and other 
personnel belongings.

The group of Banguis is responsible 
for the burning of the equipments used 
by Phil Alstron Mining Corpoartion 
situated at P-4, Brgy Tagmamarkay, 
Tubay, ADN last April 5, 2014. They were 
also responsible for the burning of heavy 
equipments used by LGC Construction at 
Purok 5, Bgy Tagbongabong, RTR,Agusan 
del Norte  last  May 31, 2014.

They were also to blame for the recent 
burning of one Agricultural Aircraft, 

which was owned by the Philippine 
Agricultural Aviation Corporation 
(PAAC) which was rented by Mindanao 
Agri-Traders Incorporated, last August 
23, 2014 at Brgy Doña Rosario, Tubay, 
Agusan del Norte.

Cases for Violation of Section 1 of 
R.A. No. 9516 amending Section 3 of 
Presidential Decree No. 1866, (Illegal 
possession of Explosives and Incendiary 
Device) and for Violation of SEC. 28 
of RA No. 10591, (Illegal Possession 
of Firearms and Ammunitions) were 
already filed by Tubay MPS against the 
two arrested personalities thru Inquest 
Proceedings at Agusan del Norte 
Provincial Prosecutor’s Office. The two 
are now detained at Agusan del Norte 
Provincial Jail pending trial of their 
case.

Further, cases for Destructive 
Arson, Robbery with Violence or 
Intimidation and Serious Illegal 
Detention are soon to be filed against 
them in Regular Filing in relation to 
the recent burning of an Agricultural 
Aircraft.



RObbERy HOLD-UP
Around 4:15 PM of September 2, 2014, 

a shootout incident between elements of 
Biñan CPS and a robbery hold-up group 
transpired in Purok 7 Sitio Dulong Wawa 
Brgy. Malaban, Biñan City. This resulted to 
the death of two of the four unidentified 
suspects.  The other suspects managed 
to escape from the pursuing policemen. 
Recovered from the crime scene were one 
maroon colored Mitsubishi adventure and 
two units of cal. 38 revolver firearms. 

Initial investigation revealed the 
identities of the fatalities as: Ruel Silvestrese 
Y Marfil alias “Uweng” and Russel Yandog 
Y Capunitan alias “Daga” both from 
Sitio Wawa, Brgy. Malaban, Biñan City. 
Another suspect who managed to escape 
was identified as Eric Almazan while the 
other one is still unidentified. Further 
investigation conducted disclosed that 
intelligence operatives of Biñan CPS had 
received information from a confidential 
informant about the presence of an armed 
group onboard a color maroon adventure 
with Plate Nr TJI-233. 

Immediately upon receipt of the said 
information, a flash alarm was relayed 
to all units in the field for the possible 
identification/verification of the said 
vehicle. A dragnet operation was likewise 
established thru checkpoint/chokepoint at 
the boundary of Brgy. Casile and Malaban 
as the subject vehicle was spotted heading 
towards Sitio Wawa, Brgy. Malaban. 
Minutes later, somebody from the group 
shouted “AYAN NA MGA PULIS” (Here 
come the cops!) prompting the policemen 
to advance towards their position. As a 
result, the group scampered to the different 
directions while trading shots with the 
advancing policemen. A running gun 
battle ensued leaving two suspects dead 
while the other two escaped. The pursuing 
policemen then proceeded at the place. 
Prior to the incident, Mark Zapata Y 
Soledad, 22 years old, resident of Almeda 
Subd., Brgy Dela Paz, Biñan City personally 
appeared at the Biñan CPS to file a blotter 
regarding an incident wherein he reported 
that he was held up by four male persons 

aboard a vehicle along Nepa Highway, Brgy. 
San Vicente, Biñan City. He described the 
vehicle as a Toyota Adventure with a plate 
number covered with mud. When invited 
to the police station, the victim positively 
identified the suspects thru pictures and 
the recovered vehicle. He affirmed that 
the suspects were the same persons who 
held him up somewhere in Brgy. San 
Vicente and it was the same vehicle used. 
The suspects were identified as one Enrico 
Karunungan y Almazan and Jason Macrol. 

CARNAPPINg
At 12:33AM, on September 03, 2014, 

a flash alarm was received by Biñan CPS 
from TOC-Carmona MPS, Cavite PPO 
informing of an alleged Motor Cycle 
(MC) driven by a suspected Carnapper. 
The driver passed through a checkpoint 
established by elements of HPG-Cavite. 
The suspect drove fast even when he was 
flagged down by HPG heading towards 
Biñan City area. Intel Operatives of Biñan 
CPS, led by PINSP RICARDO B LEGASPI, 
who at that time were conducting Anti-
Criminality Operation within their 
AOR. They were able to intercept said 
information and immediately conducted 
Hot Pursuit Operation in coordination 
with elements of HPG-Cavite, led by PCI 
MOISES ESPINELI, Provincial Officer 
and PINSP RHANDEE SIBAL, Chief, 
Intel, who likewise conducted Hot Pursuit 
Operation in the area. With the exchange of 
information, Intel Operatives of Biñan CPS 
chanced upon a MC driven by the suspect 
who fitted the description given by TOC-
Carmona MPS, a Mio MC, color white/
black without plate number, a brief chase 
ensued with the suspect shooting towards 
the pursuing lawmen. An exchange of 
gunfire resulted in the death of the suspect 
at exactly 1:45AM of same date. Recovered 
from the scene of encounter were: One 
Mio MC, color white/black without plate 
nr and one caliber .38 revolver.  

Inquiries made with the HPG-Cavite 
revealed that the recovered motorcycle was 
registered under the name of a resident of 
Regina Ville, Trece Martirez City, Cavite. 
The said motorcycle was stolen while 
parked unattended in front of Saint Jude, 
Trece Martirez City, on May 7, 2013 at 
about 1:00AM.

HOSTAgE TAkINg
A hostage crisis incident transpired 

at 07:30 AM on August 30, 2014 at Brgy 
Timbao Biñan City Laguna wherein one 
(1) year old baby boy was held hostage by 
a man named ROMY SULAYAO, allegedly 
a family friend of Francisco Villamor 
(child’s grandfather). PSSUPT ROMULO 
SAPITULA noticed the presence of a big 
crowd surrounding the crime scene and saw 
the suspect, who, at the time was difficult 

to contain. PSUPT NOEL CALDERON 
ALINO established a crisis management 
team for a hostage negotiation, with 
PINSP MARLON MILLENDEZ, IPPAC-2 
Commander as the Negotiator while the 
COP, PSUPT ALINO acted as the Ground 
Commander. Other members of the team, 
including the intelligence operatives 
prepositioned themselves thru a concrete 
wall bearing some holes just a few steps 
away from the suspect, enough to have a 
visual of his movements.

While the negotiation was in progress, 
the suspect then became hostile and kept 
on moving while threatening the people 
around to finish off the baby. When PSUPT 

ALINO sensed an impending danger 
and that the suspect was determined to 
execute his evil plans towards the baby, 
a final option was resorted. When the 
suspect was about to strike the baby with 
a knife, the snipers team got a chance and 
fired a single shot hitting the suspect on 
his head causing his instantaneous death. 
The victim who sustained minor rashes 
on his back was immediately brought to 
the nearest hospital for medical attention. 
The baby (victim) was turned-over to his 
parents after his physician declared him 
out of danger. 

Follow-up investigation conducted 
disclosed that the suspect had just arrived 
at Brgy Timbao from Quezon Province last 
August 28, 2014 and took refuge/shelter 
from a friend. The suspect allegedly had 
gone through logging activities somewhere 
in Quezon Province and without apparent 
reason left his family there and proceeded 
to Biñan. It was a day before the incident 
(August 29, 2014), while the baby (victim) 
was celebrating his 1st birthday when 
the suspect was noticed displaying some 
signs of stress and discomfort and became 
uneasy until in the early morning of 
August 30, 2014. The parents of the baby 
were caught by surprise when the suspect, 
who was already holding a knife, grabbed 
the victim and climbed on a rooftop. From 
there, the suspect started shouting some 
demands particularly asking the presence 
of a Barangay Captain in his native town 
in Samar, whose name 
was not mentioned and a 
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INVESTIgATIVE CAPACITy

On July 2, 2014, at the Police Regional 
Office (PRO) 12 Multi- Purpose Hall, 
Tambler, General Santos City, PRO 12 had 
formally opened the 2nd Batch of Criminal 
Investigation Course (CIC) for CY 2014 
at about 9:00 o’clock in the morning with 
the Regional Director, PCSUPT LESTER 
OROPESA CAMBA as the Guest of Honor 
and Speaker. The seven weeks of the on-
going CIC will comprise of lectures on 
different subjects in accordance with the 
Standard Training Package (STP) provided 
by the Directorate for Investigation and 
Detective Management (DIDM), the conduct 
of Modular Examinations, accomplishment 
of Integrated Practical Exercises and the 
conduct of the Basic Life Saving Effort. 

Competent and skilled instructors from 
the PNP and other government agencies will 
also educate the participants who are mostly 
investigators of PRO 12. Another two (2) 
weeks will be added to the course purposely 
to be utilized in the conduct of the Integrated 
Automated Fingerprint Identification System 
Seminar (AFIS) and Marksmanship Training.

WORkSHOPS ON E-PROjECTS

With the continuous pursuit for 
excellence in the police service, particularly 
in the field of investigation, a one-day 
Seminar on e-Projects was conducted in 
PRO 12 on July 5, 2014 at the Pacman 
Stadium, Tambler, General Santos City. 
This activity was conducted in support with 
DIDM’s aggressive desire to fully implement 
the e-Projects (e-Blotter System, e-Warrant 
System and e-Rouges Gallery System). A 
total of 450 personnel from four PPOs and 
two CPOs of PRO 12 participated in the said 
event.

PCSUPT LESTER OROPESA CAMBA, 
RD, PRO 12 presented to the participants 
the PRO 12’s compliance on e-Projects 
submitted to DIDM covering the period 
of Calendar Year 2013 and January to June 
2014, particularly on report on total encoded 
e-Rouges data, number of tenprint cards 
submitted to Fingerprint Identification 
Division at Crime Laboratory, total number 
of CIRS encoded by MPS, PS and CPS of 
PRO 12.

Meanwhile, PSUPT HENRY BLANCA 
VILLA, Assistant Chief, RIDMD then 
presented the compliance of MPS, PS and 
COS on CIRS. He further presented the 

PRO 12: Moving Forward
observations and findings particularly on 
CIRS by the RIDMD Team who conducted 
the inspections last June 26 to July 4, 2014.

An Open Forum then followed wherein 
different issues and concerns about e-Projects 
were raised. There was also an exchange 
of views and opinions in dealing with 
different problems and other circumstances 
encountered on e-Projects. The activity 
ended at about 5:00 PM of the same date with 
fruitful results after the guidance of RD, PRO 
12.

kEEPINg UP
WITH THE DIgITAL TIMES

Amid rising digital threats like hacking, 
online pornography and fraud, this region 
had conceptualized the idea of educating the 
PRO 12 investigators with Digital Forensics 
particularly on Identification and Seizure of 
Digital Evidence.

The first batch of the 1–day Lecture 
on Identification and Seizure of Digital 
Evidence was conducted on July 8, 2014 at 
the City Hall of Koronadal, General Santos 
Drive, Koronadal City. It was attended by 
70 participants composed of Chiefs, IDMB, 
COPs and Chief Investigators from the 
City Police Station and Municipal Police 
Station, PPSC and CPSC of General Santos 
City Police Office, South Cotabato Police 
Provincial Office and Saranggani Police 
Provincial Office. Skilled instructors from 
Anti-Cybercrime Group 12 (ACG 12) 
lectured to the participants about the Cyber 
Crime Processing, Forensics and Seizing of 
Digital Cellular Phone Devices. 

On July 18, 2014, the second batch was 
conducted at Capitol Rooftop, Provincial 
Capitol, Amas, Kidapawan City. It was 
attended by 101 participants comprised of 
Chiefs, IDMB, COPs and Chief Investigators 
from City Police Station and Municipal 
Police Station, PPSC and CPSC of Cotabato 
City Police Office, Cotabato Police Provincial 
Office and Sultan Kudarat Police Provincial 
Office. PSINSP LEO S DOFILES, Chief, 
ACG 12 discussed to the participants the 
computer, network, database and mobile 
device forensics.

Initiatives like that of the PNP PRO12, 
we are assured that our organization will 
keep on moving forward. As the times 
change, we need to adapt and do our best 
to be the law enforcers that our community 
needs. We need to update our facilities, but 
more importantly, we need to upgrade our 
personnel.

In keeping with the modernization 
initiatives of the Philippine National Police, the 
Automated Fingerprint Identification System 
(AFIS) was adopted. With the length of time it 
has implemented down to the lower units, still 
some investigators cannot perfectly take the 
fingerprint and latent print specimen of arrested 
persons and suspects.  

In view of this, the Investigation and 
Detection Management Section of Agusan del 
Sur Police Provincial Office, conducted a 2-Day 
Automated Fingerprint Identification System 
(AFIS) Seminar/Workshop on September 
4-5, 2014 at the Multi-Purpose Hall, ADSPPO 
participated by 35 participants, comprising 
of two investigators/fingerprint technicians 
in every police station and ADSPPO IDM 
personnel.

The said seminar/workshop aims to 
increase the percentage of accomplished 
fingerprint cards submitted to the RCLO13 and 
to enhance the skills of all fingerprint technician 
of the Province.

Personnel 
Enhancement: Agusan 

Del Sur PPO

August 2, 2014, 6:30AM. Monkayo 
Police Station managed to nab Elmer Latiban 
Sumatin, the third most wanted person in 
the municipality. Sumatin was wanted for the 
crime of Rape.

Most Wanted:
Now Arrested

August 2, 2014. 4:30AM. Monkayo PS 
was able to apprehend Elmer Arnold Pelesco 
Idjao who ranks number 10 in the most 
wanted person in the municipality. Idjao was 
wanted for Violation Of Sec 11 Art II of RA 
9165.
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The Philippine National Police (PNP) 
under the leadership of PDG ALAN LA 
MADRID PURISIMA has been recently 
subjected to scrutiny and criticisms for the 
perceived upsurge in crimes in the country. 
A quick look into the PNP’s crime statistics 
shows that there was a significant increase 
in crime volume in 2009 and 2013 – from 
66,846 in 2008 to 498,596 in 2009; and from 
217,812 in 2012 to 1,238,817 in 2013. For the 
untrained eyes, it is easy to conclude that these 
spike numbers entail a failure on the part of 
the police force to thwart criminality in the 
country, but in reality, these numbers do not 
necessarily reflect the real picture. They do 
not accurately measure the performance of 
the PNP. These statistics do not necessarily 
and unequivocally mean that the previous 
administrations are better than the current 
one or that the crime situation is better in the 
previous years. There is more to this upsurge 
in statistics than meets the eye.

While the organization’s performance 
or the national crime situation may be 
quantitatively assessed and analyzed, crime 
volume is not the ONLY measure. Other 
indicators must be considered and other 
factors should likewise be put into the picture, 

The Truth about the National Crime Situation and the
Upsurge of Crime Volume in the Philippines

such as the quality of performance (e.g. in 
this context, crime solution efficiency). And 
more importantly, the quality or accuracy of 
the numbers presented should likewise be 
considered.

A study conducted by the PNP Directorate 
for Investigation and Detective Management 
(DIDM) suggests that comparing the current 
crime statistics with the previous years’ will 
be considered moot and academic since the 
methodology used in recording crime incidents 
by the different administrations of the PNP 
also differ from one another. There was no 
standard system of reporting and recording 
crime incidents at the police stations during 
the past years. It was only in 2009 that the PNP 
implemented a blotter-based reporting system 
at the police station level. Still this methodology 
has also been found to be limited, if not 
improperly implemented.

By the end of 2012, in spite of the new system 
of recording implemented in 2009, DIDM found 
out that the crime statistics submitted to the 
National Headquarters still do not completely 
reflect traffic-related crimes; offences against 
women and minors; cases directly filed in courts; 
cases received by National Operations Support 
Units (NOSUs) of the PNP such as the Criminal 

Investigation and Detection Group (CIDG), 
Maritime Group (MG), Anti-Illegal Drugs 
Special Operations Task Force (AIDSOTF), 
Intelligence Group (IG), and Highway Patrol 
Group (HPG), among others; cases filed at the 
barangay level; and, incidents referred to other 
law enforcement agencies. Moreover, DIDM 
further found out that unit commanders and 
investigators used their subjective judgment 
in deciding whether or not to include a crime 
incident in their records. This means that there 
could have been under-reporting of crime 
incidents or data manipulation for purposes 
of performance evaluation and/or to maintain 
the good image of their jurisdiction. These 
factors were all considered in the validation 
conducted by the DIDM in 2013, which 
subsequently resulted in the recording and 
reporting of higher but more accurate crime 
statistics.

Hence, the upsurge in the crime volume 
in 2013 does not necessarily mean that 
the national crime situation has worsened. 
The increase in the statistics is much more 
directly caused by an IMPROVED CRIME 
RECORDING SYSTEM. (The full blown 
research conducted by DIDM will be featured 
on the next issue of The Detective.)
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BREAKTHROUGH ON PNP’S INVESTIGATIVE CAPABILITIY:  DEVELOPMENT OF THE 

PNP FIELD INVESTIGATION MANUAL FOR MURDER AND HOMICIDE CASES
Murder is the most serious of all 

‘violent crimes’ – the reduction and 
detection  which is of major concern to both 
the police and the public. Similarly, death 
investigation is a responsibility burdened 
on the shoulders of the Investigator.  
With this in mind, the Directorate for 
Investigation and Detective Management 
(DIDM) in partnership with EPJUST has 
been developing a Manual that provides 
systematic guidelines towards a proper 
conduct of investigation to all cases of 
murder and homicide.  This Manual is 
dubbed as “The PNP Field Investigation 
Manual for Murder and Homicide Cases”.

The DIDM has formed a Technical 
Working Group (TWG) which is 
composed of representatives from different 
PNP offices for the development of the 
Manual. The TWG has commenced several 
conferences for the conceptualization of 
the contents of the manual. More so, it 
has initiated a two-week writeshop which 
paved the way for the development and 
finalization of the Manual. 

The first week-long writeshop  was 
held on July 14 to July 18, 2014 at the 
Emiramona Hotel, Arnoldus Road, 
Brgy. Maitim II East, Tagaytay City. The 
TWG  conducted a thorough rundown 
of the inputs, which were contributed by 
members of the TWG, and deliberately 
discussed the essential details of their 
assigned topics and to have an initial 

assessment of the development of the 
Manual. Accordingly, several alterations and 
suggestions with regard to the improvement 
of the Manual were raised and put into 
record. However, from 3rd day to 4th day 
of the activity, the TWG underwent several 
difficulties in continuing the development of 
the Manual due to electricity and water loss 
which was caused by Typhoon Glenda. Yet, 
the TWG still continued the legwork even 
until  the dawn of day to finish the polishing 
of the Manual’s contents.

The second week-long writeshop was 
held on September 22 to 26, 2014 at the 
Subic Holiday Villas, Subic Bay Freeport 
Zone. The TWG completed the contents of 
the Manual through review and discussion 
of the Manual’s content. 

The Manual is now in the process of 
finalization and refinement which will 
be subject for the approval of the DIDM. 
This path of action is truly a milestone for 
enhancing the investigative capabilities of 
the PNP.



“Today, the PNP’s measure of 
success is no longer counted in terms 
of anti-crime and counter-insurgency 
accomplishments, alone. More than ever, 
our true measure of success as a law 
enforcement agency is gauged in the way 
we effectively protect human rights and 
adhere to International Humanitarian 
Law”. 

Such were the underlying statements 
that PDG ALAN LA MADRID 
PURISIMA, Chief of the Philippine 
National Police wanted to convey during 
the Opening Ceremony of the Top Level 
Forum/Workshop on International 
Policing Standards for Senior Police 
Officers held on September 4, 2014 in 
Aklan, Philippines. The Chief, PNP was 
represented by PCSUPT WILFREDO 
FRANCO, Deputy Director, DPRM 
during the said event.

Twenty-one (21) Senior PNP 
Officers with the ranks of Police Chief 
Superintendents from various places in 
Luzon, Visayas, and Mindanao attended 
the Top Level Forum from September 
4 to 5, 2014 in Aklan, Philippines. This 
provided a venue for discussing actionable 
issues and policy recommendations 
to mainstream human rights-based 
approaches in policing. Further, the 
Forum/Workshop aimed to deepen the 

21 Police Chief Superintendents Attend Top Level Forum on  International Policing Standards
By NUP Melvin O. Ragasa, HRAO

understanding of police officers on human 
rights and International Humanitarian 
Law in order to attain higher professional 
standards and be made as a way of life in 
law enforcement.

The workshop likewise covered 
several topics including International 
Humanitarian Law (IHL), the Red Cross/
Red Crescent Movement, Human Rights 
Development Program, International/
Regional Human Rights Law, Instruments 
and Mechanisms, Case Studies and group 
discussions on Policing Challenges and 
Constraints, Protection of Civilians 
Executive Order No. 546 and the PNP 
which were facilitated by Atty. Evecar 
Cruz-Ferrer, Legal Adviser, International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) 
Manila, Mr. Daniel Agob, ICRC Regional 
Delegate to the Police and Special Forces, 
Southeast Asia, PSSUPT GERARDO DIA 
(ret.) and PCSUPT ANTONIO BELLO 
VIERNES, OIC, PNP Human Rights 
Affairs Office.

Meanwhile, the issues and concerns 
that emerged as necessary for policy 
recommendations during the Forum 
include the need to capacitate our police 
personnel on International Policing 
Standards particularly on matters of “force 
continuum” interventions. 

As observed, our police personnel 
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usually resort to the use of lethal means 
to repel imminent aggression rather than 
employing non-lethal ways first, hence, 
we are susceptible of committing human 
rights violations. 

The participants of the said Forum, 
recognizing the importance of observing 
the Principles of Proportionality, Legality, 
Accountability, and Necessity in Law 
Enforcement Functions, recommended 
that these International Policing Standard 
Principles, particularly the Force 
Continuum Intervention, be included in 
the POIs of the PSBRC, PSOBC and BSPS. 

Likewise, participants’ discussion 
concluded and recommended that DIDM 
be tasked to create national and local 
committees in charge for the filing of cases 
against lawless elements in situations of 
Non International Armed Conflict to 
counter their treacherous and barbaric 
acts that violate humanity, human rights, 
and IHL.

The Top Level Forum/Workshop 
was sponsored by the International 
Committee of the Red Cross (ICRC) as 
part of its contribution and continuing 
commitment to the PNP Human Rights 
Development Program, PNP PATROL 
Plan 2030 and  the Strategic Focus  
“CODE-P: 2013 and Beyond” of the 
Chief, PNP.

The participants of the Top Level Forum/Workshop on International 
Law Enforcement Standards for Senior Police Officers”

PCSUPT ANTONIO BELLO VIERNES, OIC PNP HRAO, introduces 
PCSUPT WILFREDO FRANCO as the Guest of Honor and Speaker and the 
Official Representative of the CPNP during the Opening Ceremonies of the 
Top Level Forum/Workshop on International Law Enforcement Standards 
for Senior Police Officers” held on September 4, 2014 in Aklan, Philippines.

PCSUPT WILFREDO FRANCO reads the message of the CPNP for the 
participants of the Top Level Forum/Workshop on International Law 
Enforcement Standards for Senior Police Officers”

The participants of the Top Level Forum discussed case scenarios 
during the workshop proper held on Day 2, September 5, 2014
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September 4, 2014. 10:30PM. An 
LOI Manhunt Charlie operation was 
conducted by joint elements of the 
Provincial Intelligence Branch of 
Misamis Oriental PPO led by PSINSP 
JAMES OLORES GAYLAN under the 
supervision of PSSUPT LEONILO 
LAGAAC CABUG, MPA, MSCJ, Acting 
Provincial Director, of Misamis Oriental 
PPO and personnel of Police Station 
No. 6, Puerto Police Station, of Cagayan 

July 13, 2014. 9:17 PM. Gingoog CPS 
received reports from concerned citizen 
that shots were fired somewhere in Brgy. 
17, Gingoog City. Upon receipt of the 
report, personnel of Gingoog CPS, led 
by PSUPT WARLITO CATAPIA SERNA 
together with PINSP MARK KEVIN 
DEMALIBOT PESIGAN and PINSP 
JOSE REGNER MAROTE SEVELLINO 
proceeded to the area to conduct 
investigation. On their way to the crime 
scene, they met PSINSP ARIEL PHILIP 
I. PONTILLAS, a resident of Gingoog 
City and PNP member of Cagayan de 
Oro City Police Office (COCPO) and 
PO3 Rey Ciudadano who informed them 
regarding the two suspected motorcycles 
hurriedly left from the crime scene. With 
this lead, PSUPT SERNA immediately 
organized a team to track down the 
suspects thus, two checkpoints were 
established: one along Veterans corner 
Jadol Streets while, the other was at 
Veterans corner Cuerdo extension 
which resulted to the arrest of the two 
suspects. The suspects were identified as 
Ruel Villanueva, 37 years old and Regie 
Lugmay, 34 years old. They shot at Rey 
Jun Bucio who fortunately survived the 
ordeal.

Confiscated from the suspects are the 
following:

a.1 unit caliber .45 Pistol “INFINITY” 
with bullet chambered bearing Serial 
Number 631548 with two (2) magazines 
loaded with fourteen (14) unfired bullets;

gINgOOg CITy, MISAMIS ORIENTAL

CAgAyAN DE ORO CITy, MISAMIS ORIENTAL

July 14, 2014.10:00PM. Joint 
elements of Dinagat Islands Police 
Provincial Office, Provincial Anti-
Illegal Drugs Special Operation Task 
Group (DIPPO PAIDSOTG) led by 
PSINSP Czymeere A. Valencerena 
together with elements of Loreto MPS 
led by PINSP Francisco A. Florenosos 
Jr., conducted a joint buy-bust 
operation on illegal drugs at the vicinity 
of Barangay Carmen, Loreto, Dinagat 
Islands that resulted to the arrest of 
one JIM SEGADOR Y BAHIAN, 28 
years old, single, jobless and a resident 
of Purok 5 Barangay Carmen, Loreto, 
Dinagat Islands for Violation of Section 
5 and 11 of RA 9165, otherwise known 
as the “Comprehensive Dangerous 
Drug Act of 2002”.

Recovered from the possession 
and control of said suspect were 
13 transparent plastic sachets of 
Methamphetamine Hydrochloride or 
“Shabu” (0.4307 gram), marked money 
that amounted to Php 900.00 and drug 
proceeds that amounted to Php800.00.

Inquest case for Violation of Sec. 5 
and Sec. 11 of RA 9165 was referred by 
the elements of DIPPO PAIDSOTG and 
Loreto MPS against the suspect at the 
office of National Prosecution Service, 
Capitol Compound, Surigao City. 
Suspect was then remanded at Surigao 
del Norte District Jail.

b.1 fragmentation Grenade;
c.1 green inside holster;
d.1 unit color red and white 

combination EURO motorcycle without 
a plate;

e.1 unit KG9 submachine gun 
with unfired bullets and two (2) 
magazines with forty-three (43) unfired 
ammunitions;

f.1 fragmentation Grenade;
g.1 unit Honda 125 XRM motorcycle 

registered to Donabelle Boots Degamo of 
Brgy. 26, Gingoog City; and

h.1 brown sling bag containing one 
(1) unit caliber .45 Pistol make M1911A1, 
U.S. ARMY mark U.S. Property with 
bullet chambered bearing Serial Number 
527316 with two (2) magazines loaded 
with fourteen (14) unfired bullets and six 
(6) extra bullets of caliber .45 and a wig.     

Initial investigation revealed that the 
two suspects were seen surveying the 
area even before the incident. It was later 
discovered that the suspects were also 
involved in a series of killings, drug-
related incidents and robbery in Gingoog 
City. They are affiliated with Bobong 
Degamo’s Group, a Criminal Gang who 
allegedly engaged in the proliferation of 
illegal drugs, gun for hire, gun running, 
robbery and other criminalities.

With the arrest of the two alleged 
assassins, the incidents involving 
firearms in Gingoog City has notably 
decreased which resulted to a positive 
feedback from the general public.

de Oro City Police Office. The relentless 
surveillance on the suspect’s wherabouts 
resulted to the successful arrest of 
VICTOR/VICTORIANO V. DIMCO 
a.k.a. “Ka Berting” who is wanted for the 
crime of Murder (5 counts) with no bail 
recommended. 

The accused tried to evade arrest 
during the operation but was soon 
apprehended successfully. Ka Berting, 
was tagged  as the  Vice  Chairman  of  

SECOM  3,  Guerilla  Front Committee 
6, CPP-NPA operating in the  province of 
Bukidnon. He was involved in the high 
profile incidents within the region most 
notably the ambuscades of the Army 
Special Forces sometime in the year 2000 
which resulted in the death of CAPT. 
APOLLO PALASOL and four others. He 
was also involved in the raid of Quezon 
Municipal Police Station, in Quezon, 
Bukidnon in 2005. 

DINAgAT ISLAND



September 9, 2014. 6:00PM. 
Joint elements of Ozamiz CPS, 
PPSC Misamis Occidental and in 
coordination with PDEA 10, by virtue 
of Search Warrant number 2014-01, 
conducted a search at LBC Gaisano 
Ozamiz Branch. This was particularly 
for the LBC package sent by RONNIE 
LUGOD of 21 Cristobal St., Cubao, 
Quezon City which will be picked up 
by Christina Y. dela Cruz. Recovered 
from thr said establishment were two 
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COMPOSTELA VALLEy

Concerned citizens played a big part 
on the arrests of perpetrators in the area 
proving that when the community works 
hand-in-hand with our law enforcers, 
we can ensure a safe environment for 
everyone.

August 29, 2014. 10:30PM. A 
concerned citizen called the PNP 
hotline informing that there is a person 
carrying a short firearm while inside 
Cobra Videoke House located at Purok 
Falcata, Poblacion, Maragusan, Comval 
Province. PNP personnel led by PINSP 
Samuel Manaois Reyes – DCOP of 
Maragusan Police Station immediately 
responded to the report which resulted 
to the successful arrest of the suspect 
later identified as Romeo Cagusan, 55 
years old, jobless, resident of Purok 
Rambutan, Poblacion, Maragusan, who 
was in possession of a homemade caliber 
.45 Revolver without serial number 
and with four live ammunitions for .38 
revolver and two live ammunitions for 
.357 without authority and pertinent 
documents to possess the said weapon.

 September 11, 2014. 9:45PM. 
An informant called up the LGU 
Control Base thru Radio. This 
information was relayed to Maragusan 
Police station informing that there 
were sighted armed persons inside his 
business establishment located at Purok 
Centenial, Barangay New Katipunan, 
Maragusan, Comval. PNP personnel 
were immediately dispatched and 
proceeded to the reported place to verify 
the report.

As a result, at about 10:50 PM of same 
date, the responding team returned to 
Mabini Police Station and endorsed 
the two apprehended suspects namely: 
1) Alex Jungco Bagas, for possessing 
caliber .45 pistol Caspian model and 
one magazine loaded with four live 
ammunitions; and 2) Martin Madera 
Notarte, for possessing caliber .45 pistol, 
1911-A1 springfield armory model and 
one magazine loaded with three live 
ammunitions. The suspects were inside 
the establishment and caught in the 
act of possessing the said firearms and 
failed to present pertinent documents 
to possess the same. The two suspects 
was brought at Prosecution Office 
for Inquest proceeding for violation 
of Republic Act No. 10591 known as 
Comprehensive Law on Firearms and 
Ammunitions.

AgUSAN DEL SUR

July 2, 2014. 8:40PM. a shooting 
incident transpired inside the Sibagat 
Public Market victimizing 46-year 
old Michael Damarillos Cosare, 
who sustained multiple gunshots 
wounds resulting to his death. During 
the conduct of on-scene crime 
investigation, the team recovered 7 
empty shells believed to be coming 
from a .45 caliber pistol and 2 lead 
bullets. Moments later, the responding 
PNP members of Sibagat MPS got 
information from the witnesses thereat 
that the fleeing suspects have boarded 
a white Rusi motorcycle with no plate 
number. The suspects were seen heading 
towards Bayugan City, Agusan del Sur. 
Taking the accounts of the above-
described vehicle,  PNP personnel of 
Sibagat MPS led by PSI LUCIO NERI 
DATAHAN JR., OIC conducted hot-
pursuit operation and consequently 
coordinated with the adjacent Bayugan 
CPS and Esperanza MPS in order  
to intercept the Rusi motorcycle 
boarded with three men. During the 
conduct of strong checkpoint by the 
Esperanza MPS led by PSI NELVEN 
T RUFON, OIC at the vicinity of P-11 
Sitio Manilapaz, Brgy.Poblacion, the 
above-described motorcycle matched 
the given description which prompted 
PNP elements of Esperanza MPS to 

large packages of white crystalline 
substance believed to be “SHABU” 
wrapped in carbon paper and placed 
inside a milk carton box with an 
estimated weight of more or less one 
kilo. This had an appraised street value 
of five million (Php 5,000,000.00) 
pesos. All confiscated items were 
brought to Ozamiz City Police Station 
for documentation and subsequent 
submission to PNP Provincial Crime 
Laboratory Office for examination. 

flag it down but the driver hurdled 
the established Police checkpoint. 
This caused the same PNP personnel 
to chase them and amidst their chase 
the suspects fell down in the pavement. 
Then the three suspected gunmen 
ran towards the dark and grassy area 
leaving their motorcycle thereat. 

July 3, 2014, 1:10PM. Adopting 
ingenious investigative techniques, 
two of the suspects, identified later 
as John Alfred Rozal Amora alias 
John John and Jay Pamesa Icamen, 
appeared before the Rusi Motorcycle 
Office at Brgy. Maygatasan, Bayugan 
City, ADS. In a suspicious manner, 
they were attempting to claim the 
Rusi motorcycle. Surrounding PNP 
elements of Bayugan CPS and Sibagat 
MPS immediately arrested the above-
named suspects. 

The aforementioned suspects 
were then brought to Sibagat MPS 
and presented before the witnesses 
who positively identified them as the 
gunmen who shot the victim Michael 
Damarillos Cosare to death.

On July 4, 2014, a case of Murder 
was referred at the Office of the 
Provincial Prosecutor, Sub-Office, 
Bayugan City, Agusan del Sur against 
the arrested suspects including Arnel 
Calolo alias “AL” who is still at large. 
Further, aforementioned suspects were 
remanded to Provincial Jail.
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One of the hardest things to deal with 
is loss. We all know that things come to an 
end at some point. However, when it hits 
you unexpectedly, there is that feeling as 
if you’re frozen and confused. You try to 
rationalize it but you just can’t. The DIDM 
family was struck by the news of a sudden 
loss of one of our members, a member of the 
Detective Newsletter Staff  Writers. Derek 
Constantino passed away due to a heart 
attack last October 8, 2014. About two weeks 
ago, we were just discussing on how he could 
condense the e-Projects training to 5 days 
instead of 10, and the write-ups he’s supposed 
to submit for this quarter. He worked for 
the School for Investigation and Detective 
Development oftenly called SIR DEREK 
by the SIDD students. He was also tasked 
to train the newly hired Non-Uniformed 
Personnel to be detailed as Crime Registrars. 
The thing about working in a busy office 
is that we treat talking about work as our 
“Bonding Moments”. Since we don’t see each 
other often, we were able to catch up and we 

(A Farewell to Derek)
By: Ms. June Piscar

also talked about what article he 
was going to contribute for this 
quarter’s issue. I remembered 
him telling me, “Ay dear, may 
naisip na ‘kong addition for our 
next issue. Bibigay ko sa’yo in two 
weeks.” He goes to the stations 
to collect details on cases dear 
to us – ‘Saving the Fragile Nenas’ 
who were victimized by heartless 
perpetrators. I did not expect that 
it would be our last conversation. 
The weeks went by so I was 
planning to ask for a follow-up on 
October 9th – only to be shocked 
by the news that he passed away 
the night before. What made it worse is that 
it was only a few days after he celebrated his 
birthday.

We will always remember Sir Derek as 
a person who is full of energy and had a big 
heart. It was ironic that his big heart was the 
one that gave in and caused his departure. We 
will always be grateful for having someone 

like him to work with and we will miss him 
dearly. Farewell Sir Derek, you will always be 
in our hearts.

The DIDM family extends our most 
sincere condolences to the Constantino 
family. Included here are some of the 
messages posted in Sir Derek’s Facebook 
wall by his other friends.

Two Weeks

truckload of army soldiers from Quezon 
Province while pointing a kitchen knife 
on the baby’s chest and head. The things 
developed quickly and the responding 
policeman led by PSSUPT SAPITULA 
were finally able to contain the situation. 

bUSTED: bUgAW,
kINg AND QUEEN IN bIÑAN
At about 1:00 AM on July 29, 2014, 

one Roshell Arante, personally appeared 
to Biñan CPS and reported an incident 
of alleged “Trafficking in Persons”  
transpiring in Brgy. Poblacion, Biñan 
City, Laguna. According to the reportee, 
on the night of July 28, 2014, she was 
looking for her 14-year-old daughter, 
and another 14-year-old girl. Later on, 
she was informed by a friend that her 
daughter was being pimped by a certain 
“Lester” and “Kenken” at the City Plaza 
of Brgy. Poblacion, Biñan City, Laguna. 
Thus, Mrs. Arante immediately sought the 

assistance of the WCPD Section to rescue 
her daughter.

Initial investigation conducted by PO3 
Maida T Villanueva and after warranting 
the existing crime, the operating team 
planned for entrapment operation. At 
about 1:45 AM of the same date, an 
entrapment operation was conducted by 
Biñan Special Investigation Group of Biñan 
CPS led by PINSP FERNANDO L CREDO 
together with PO3 Anastacio Motas and 
WCPD Personnel, PO3 Villanueva under 
the direct supervision of PSUPT NOEL 
C ALIÑO, OIC. PO3 Anastacio Motas, 
portrayed as the actor, parked his driven 
private vehicle near the place where 
“Lester” and “KenKen” were positioned 
together with the two female minors, 
while the other elements of Biñan CPS 
positioned themselves hidden near the 
suspects. Minutes later, two persons, male 
and female, approached the actor/police 

and said actor/police asked for a girl who 
is fresh and young (minor). The suspect 
pimps, identified as JOHN LESTER DE 
VERA “Lester”, 19 years old, and his live-
in partner XENA CACERES “Ken-ken”, 
18 years old, immediately introduced to 
the actor/police the aforesaid minors and 
let him select whom he wanted for the fee 
of One Thousand Pesos (Php 1,000.00). 
After the payment was handed to Lester 
de Vera, PO3 Motas effected the arrest to 
the former; while PO3 Villanueva arrested 
Xena Caceres. Likewise, the minor victims 
were immediately rescued. 

Even after countless measures and 
operations, evil perpetrators will continue 
to lurk our streets to go through their 
lawless deeds. It is assuring that our police 
personnel will relentlessly chase them with 
the ultimate goal of bringing justice to 
the victims and maintaining peace in the 
community.
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recommended to revisit the PSC to refine 
the scorecards to allow for accountabilities 
to be set within the unit (investigators) 
affecting the movements of targets.

Another issue is the crime 
recording system which is necessary 
for the effective implementation of 
case monitoring program and crime 
research and analysis. The creation of 
the Crime Incident Recording System 
(CIRS) and other systems, collectively 
known as the e-Project Systems, 
are commendable. However due to 
complexities in its implementation; the 

auditors recommended that the projects 
be revisited. As in other countries, it is 
not easy to pinpoint sources of error in 
consolidating crime reports and refine 
the methodology of crime reporting. 
Nonetheless, it is a challenge we have to 
overcome.

As we move on to the Compliance 
Stage, we must be the lead movers in 
realizing these two important things, the 
competency of the investigators and the 
efficiency of the systems that are needed 
to fulfil our commitment which is to 
Increase Crime Solution

 Last September 4, 2014, the Institute 
of Internal Auditors Philippines reported 
the result of the Philippine National 
Police PGS Institutionalization Full 
Performance Audit. The Institute of 
Internal Auditors Philippines is a non-
partisan private institution and composed 
of experienced and credible auditors, thus 
their assessment provides us a better view 
of our standing.

As the Directorate responsible in 
“Crime Solution Efficiency” measure of 
the PNP Scorecard, one of the declared 
breakthroughs, they audited the process 
we are implementing across all the levels 
of police offices. Based on the result 
of the audit conducted, our declared 
breakthrough which is “Increased 
Solution Efficiency” was sustained at the 
“Getting Started” status. This is contrary 
to what we thought we have achieved. 

The auditor specifically mentioned 
that the individual contribution of the 
investigators in crime solution must have 
a place in the PNP Scorecard (PSC).  He 

PNP PGS Institutionalization Full Performance Audit

Trafficking in Person (TIP) is just 
one of the transnational crimes being 
coordinated and planned out by ASEAN 

Member States at the ASEAN level. TIP 
is the 3rd most lucrative in terms of GDP 
amongst informal economies within the 

region with drugs 
as first and arms 
smuggling ranked 
as second. This 
ASEAN strategy is 
in preparation of the 
region for the post 
2015 “ONE ASEAN 
C O M M U N I T Y ”, 
specifically, the 
ASEAN Security and 
Political Community 
Road Map where 
the ASEAN 
Ministerial Meeting 
on Transnational 
Crime (AMMTC) 
and Senior 
Officials Meeting 
on Transnational 
Crime (SOMTC) 
stratagem belongs. 
Hence, the ASEAN 
Secretariat reminded 
the meeting to plan 
out the important 
role of the Head 
of Specialist Units 
(HSUs) Process on 

this “One ASEAN Community Road 
Map”. 

The Philippines is the Volunteer 
Lead Shepherd on the Expert Working 
Group (EWG) on Trafficking in Persons 
(TIP), one of the eight transnational 
crimes being worked out by the ASEAN 
Senior Officials Meeting on SOMTC 
and AMMTC at the regional level; both 
under the auspices of the Security-
Political Community (ASPC) Road Map 
of “ASEAN COMMUNITY 2015”. The 
other Expert Working Groups under the 
SOMTC are EWG on Counter Terrorism, 
EWG on Cybercrime, and EWG on Small 
Arms and Firearm Smuggling.

To further discuss the strategies 
and plans to combat TIP cases, the 1st 
ASEAN Trafficking in Persons Head of 
Specialist Units (HSU) Process Workshop 
was conducted on September 8-12, 2014 
at the Orchid Garden Hotel, Bandar 
Seri Begawan, Brunei Darussalam. 
This workshop is one of the series of 
activities set forth under the Australia-
Asia Program on Trafficking in Persons 
(AAPTIP) work plan under the auspices 
of the Australian- Aid.

The Philippine Delegation to 
the HSU Process was headed by 
ATTY. MARINESS B. 
LEDESMA, Chief of Page14

1st ASEAN Trafficking in Persons Head of Specialist Units (HSU) 
Process Workshop in Brunei
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I: Congratulations Sir for a well-deserved promotion. It is my 
pleasure to be given this opportunity to interview you.
Ex-O: Thank you. 

I: May I ask, what are your first thoughts when you received 
your promotion?
Ex-O:Well, of course I am grateful, but I also felt that with 
this promotion, comes higher expectations and greater 
responsibilities. 
At the time I received the promotion last August, I am already 
sitting as the acting Executive Officer of the DIDM and being 
with this Directorate for almost 3 years now, I know for a fact that 
DIDM is now taking the lead in pursuing a lot of new things—
innovative things I should mention, that would directly redound 
to the change that the entire PNP wishes to achieve in line with 
C,PNP’s Serbisyong Makatotohanan. So, I was also thinking 
about those things. What a great chance for me to define my 
leadership—but surely it will be a crucial time too.

I: Is being a policeman a dream for you as a child?
Ex-O: I would say yes. Although, I also think of becoming 
engineer, lawyer and other things, being a policeman was always 
there as sometimes my first, second or third option. It’s has always 
been with me. I also became a lawyer and it helped me a lot in 
fulfilling my job as a police officer most especially that I belong to 
the Investigation Family. 

I: As the Ex-O of the DIDM, how do you plan to make the 
“Investigation Arm of the PNP” contribute in the transformation 
agenda of the entire organization?
Ex-O: Ah, yes. The DIDM Family is really working hard to help and 
contribute in the realization of the transformation.  I witness how the 
“investigation” has changed. It evolved from a passive to a very active 
arm of PNP. I should say that we made a significant progress when it 
comes to investigation. The investigators in the police stations should 
now be looked at differently and it is our goal to further support them 
and make them the best investigators in the community they serve. 
Last year, we trained more than triple of the number that we used to 
train in investigation a year in the previous years. It is our ambition 
that these trained investigators become elite members of the PNP who 
can really do Investigation—I am thinking of the kind of investigation 
that just not rely on testimonies but also exploit the physical evidences 
available, the investigators of CIDG and ACG being the lead of this 
elite group.  It is known that the recidivists have their share in the 
crime volume. If we can eliminate them through arrests, then that’s 
something for  the PNP. Prevention of crimes is really a community-
police effort but we cannot get that much help and cooperation from 
the community if we show incompetence. With good investigators, 
we can change how people perceive us, and probably make them help 
us more. Remember that we are leaders in the community — I hope 
that not just by name/title but more so by deed. The PNP has done a 
lot of things that they forgot to excel on their official mandate, prevent 
crimes and necessarily to solve crimes when they occurred.

I: How do you think the “investigation” would impact the image of 
the police organization positively, especially now that the integrity of 
the organization is being doubted?
Ex-O: As I said, we can make people change their perception of us if 
we will do our job well. As has been used by officials in DIDM, once 
the investigator solved a crime, he is no longer an ordinary police 
officer in the eyes of the people who found justice because of the 
work he has done, he becomes a guardian angel.  Just deliver credible 
and professional investigation services, that’s how Investigation can 
change the perception of the community to PNP.

I:  Any message to our Police Investigators?
Ex-O: Do not resist change. Keep yourself updated. Create your 
twitter accounts and follow our Twitter @DIDM_PNP and also 
tweet your good deeds and best practices. Read our NewsLetter, 
The Detective, visit our website www.didm.pnp.gov.ph and view our 
existing Manuals, LOIs, SOPs and others.

UP CLOSE AND PERSONAL WITH PCSUPT ERICSON T. VELASQUEZ
“ONE-ON-ONE WITH A STAR”

Staff, DILG, and she was joined by PSSUPT ROSAURO V 
ACIO, Chief, RAD, DIDM/HSU Alternate Focal Person, 
PSUPT IMELDA V TOLENTINO, Regional Chief, WCPD, 
PRO MIMAROPA and PSUPT MARY GRACE R. MADAYAG, 
Assistant Chief, SIDD, DIDM/SOMTC-HSU Head Secretariat. 
All ASEAN Member States (AMS) were represented except for 
Malaysia. 

The workshop served as venue for the scoping and mapping 
of current plans, projects, and activities of different HSUs from 
national to regional level.  Accordingly, all AMS are obliged to 
designate a TIP Focal Point (FP) and at least three (3) Focal 
Persons. The primary role of the FP will be to process all 
cross-border communications with the other Anti TIP Unit 
(ATU) within ASEAN and as necessary, with non-ASEAN law 
enforcement agencies on behalf of the TIP Head of Unit. The 
FP will also act as the designated ATU point of contact with 

 Page 13 1st ASEAN Trafficking...
the HSU Permanent Secretariat (DIDM, PNP).The workshop 
also reviewed the concept notes of financial investigation, joint 
Investigation and international legal cooperation. All AMS 
agreed that tall these Trainings are essential for the success of 
investigating and prosecuting TIP offenses at the in-country and 
transnational level. More so, the challenges for the information 
exchange were also identified as the HSU Process agreed to use 
the I- 24/7 NCB INTERPOL System since 2011, based on the 
HSU Process Draft Terms of Reference but the PNP -DIDM 
(SOMTC/HSU Focal Point) do not have access which may be 
linked to the zero joint investigation report from the Philippines.

As response to the salient points discussed in the 
workshop, one of the major recommendations of the DIDM is 
to have immediate access to the INTERPOL I-24/7 and other 
INTERPOL related databases and to strategically transfer the 
management of same to the PNP.

by: Romena Luciano
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TECHY COPS: 5 NEW TECHNOLOGIES
IN HELPING POLICE COMBAT A CRIME

Sources:
http://news.everestonline.edu/post/2014/04/new-technologies-help-cops-solve-crimes/#.VDWyx2ddWht
http://www.computerworld.com/article/2501178/government-it/cool-cop-tech--5-new-technologies-helping-police-fight-crime.html?page=5
http://www.dallasnews.com/news/community-news/garland-mesquite/headlines/20131106-garlands-panoramic-camera-gives-investigations-a-
new-look.ece
http://www.washingtonpost.com/business/technology/new-surveillance-technology-can-track-everyone-in-an-area-for-several-hours-at-a-
time/2014/02/05/82f1556e-876f-11e3-a5bd-844629433ba3_story.html

5. Flying Drones
This little remote-

controlled flying 
platforms are being 
utilized by several 
police forces around 
the globe wherein they 
use drones to patrol 
high crime areas, rush 

to the scenes of accidents, chase suspect vehicles, and discreetly 
get into tight spaces without warning suspects of their approach. 

According to McNutt, a retired US Air Force Officer, a 
single camera mounted atop the Washington Monument, could 
deter crime all around the Mall. He said regular flights over 
the most dangerous parts of Washington — combined with 
publicity about how much police could see — would make 
a significant dent in the number of burglaries, robberies and 
murders. His 192-megapixel cameras would spot as many as 50 
crimes per six-hour flight, he estimated, providing police with 
a continuous stream of images covering more than a third of 
the city.

1. Throwable Robot Cameras
When police want to look 

into a room, in a basement or 
up a staircase without exposing 
themselves to possible hostile 
fire, they just toss thesesmall, 
lightweight cameras fitting 
inside motorized tubes that 

operators steer via remote control into the suspect area and 
drive it around like a little RC model car, viewing the results on 
a handheld monitor.

According to the report of Todd R. Weiss of Computerworld, 
The Eden Prairie (Minnesota, USA) Police Department spent 
about $9,000 for its device wherein it gives their police officers a 
critical advantage when they can’t see a suspect directly. In such 
cases, many police departments send in a police dog to scope 
out the dangers, but that can be risky for the animal.There’s 
zero emotional attachment if something happens to the robotic 
camera.

2. gunshot Detection Systems 
(gDS)

These cameras with installed 
noise sensors that automatically 
triangulate the source of 
gunshots when they occur 
can help the police to respond 
immediately when gunshots are 

fired, knowing exactly where and when the shots were fired.
The Nassau County Police Department, based in Mineola, 

N.Y., uses a system from ShotSpotter that relies on multiple 
carefully placed electronic sensors installed throughout a 
neighborhood to help pinpoint the exact source of gunfire. It’s 
especially useful in areas where shots are fired frequently and 
witnesses are scarce or hesitant to talk.

According to Deputy Commissioner William 
Flanagan”When we took a look at this, we realized that a portion 
of our community was disproportionally affected by random 
gunfire,” noting that in some neighborhoods bullets were often 
shot into the air, into the ground or into buildings, endangering 
residents. Police wanted to find a way to cut the incidence of 
random gunfire and turned to the ShotSpotter GDS.

3. gPS Vehicle Pursuit Darts
High-speed chases may 

make for great television, but 
they pose dangers to motorists 
and pedestrians on the ground. 
In high traffic areas, police 
sometimes prefer to track suspect 
vehicles using helicopters, but 
even these can prove problematic 

when suspects drive into tunnels or onto streets sheltered by 

4. Panoramic HD Cameras
This new highly sensitive 

computerized cameras helps 
forensics specialist to record an 
entire crime scene from side to 
side and top to bottom, creating 
a data-rich file that specialists 
can later review in depth back at 

the police lab. Using the features of this camera such as special 
electronic filters and data-mining software, investigators can 
use these HD files to reveal hidden clues and compare patterns 
to previous crimes in hopes of identifying — and ultimately 
capturing — suspects.

In Garland, Texas, the Police Department availed the 
panoramic cameras in 2012 which enhanced their investigative 
capabilities. The said device gives the investigators a fuller 
perspective on a crime scene — and the chance to take another 
look at it long after the cleanup crews have wiped away the area. 
According to Mr. James Rogers, a Garland Senior Forensic 
Investigator, on his computer with specialized software, he 
drags around an image that shows him everything in the lot all 
at once. He can measure the distance between the objects. He 
can see how the cars were situated. He can see a spot of blood 
on the ground that he might have missed earlier.

thick foliage. For some police departments, the solution is a 
high-tech dart that emits a GPS signal. During a chase, a police 
car will approach the suspect vehicle from behind and fire the 
dart via a grill-mounted compressed air gun. The dart affixes 
itself to the vehicle’s trunk or fender. The police can then back 
off and safely track the suspect by the signal the dart broadcasts.




